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ADDRESS, &. 
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Mx, BRETHREN and FATHERS, 


tions, and ſuitable directions, have already been 


* H' ſo many alarming warnings, pathetic exhorta- 
given both from the preſs and pulpit, by way of 


preparatives to our late public day of humiliation; yet . 


ſhould one, who is leſs than the leaſt of all his brethren, 
(now that ſolemnity is over) preſume to trouble his dear 


countrymen with a ſhort addreſs, by way of fupplement, 
to what hath already been offered, it is to be hoped none 


will be ſo unkind as to look upon it altogether as ſuper- 
fluous and needleſs, much leſs be ſo ungenerous as to cen- 
ſare it as proceeding from the pride and naughtineſs'of his 
heart. But ſhould this be the caſe, I ſhall make no other 


_ apology (as I think there needs no other) than that which 
David, the youngeſt of the ſons of Jeſſe, made long ago 
upon a like occaſion, ** Is there not a cauſe ?” | 


An inſulting, enraged and perfidious enemy is now ad- 
vancing nearer and nearer to the Britiſh borders. Not 
content with invading and ravaging our rightful ſovereign 


king George's dominions in America, our Popiſh adverſaries 


have now the ambition to attempt, at leaſt to threaten, an 
invaſion of England itſelf ; hoping, no doubt, thereby not 
only to throw us into confuſion at home, but alſo to divert 


us from more effectually defeating their malicious deſigns 


abroad. That ſuch a deſign (however chimerical it may 


ſeem) is now actually on foot, the royal proclamation late- 
ly iſſued forth renders indiſputable. ——W hich proclama- 
tion, as it plainly beſpeaks his Majeſty's paternal care, doth 


at the ſame time loudly call upon all his faithful and loving 


1 ſubjects not only to ſtand upon their guard, but alſo to 


| ſuch a ſalutary end. 5 


exert their utmoſt efforts, in dependence on divine protec- 
tion, to prevent and render abortive ſuch an unjuſt and da- 
ring enterprize. | ED bus ro ne 


Bleſſed be God, as a profeſſing, tho ſinful people, we 


have lately taken ore effeQualſtep towards bringing about 


— * ” * eee eee Ae rs 26, 


i . 


USED <A Vo i pr ted DAL eo a ei ID Ga. nn. 


1 * 1 e 

In obedience to a call from the throne, we have been 
bumbling ourſelves in the moſt public and ſolemn manner 
before the moſt High God And 'tis to be hoped that 
the many tears that were that day ſhed, and the thouſands 
and thouſands of prayers that were then offered up, have 
long ſince been regarded by, and entred into the ears of 

the Lord of Sabbaoth.——Infidels may perhaps laugh and 

make themſelves merry with ſuch an inſinuation: but ſeri- 
ous people (and to ſuch, in a more peculiar manner, is this 
addreſs directed) will account it noways enthuſiaſtic to af- 
rm that ſolemn humiliations, whether performed by public 
communities in general, or individuals in particular, have 
always met with ſuch a divine acceptance, as to obtain at 
leaſt a reprieve from, if not a total removal of, the threat - 
ned evil. The deferring of an impending judgment on- 
Iy upon the hypocritical, but public humiliation of a wicked 
Ahab, the mature and providential deliverance of the 
Jewiſh people from the cruel plot of an ambitious Haman, 
which queen Eſther, Mordecai, and the other diſtreſſed 
Jews ſought ſo earneſtly for by public faſting and prayer, 
aud what is yet more, the total and intire ſuſpenſion of 
the deſtruction of Nincych, that exceeding great city, tho* 
 {o peremptorily denounced, upon the faſting, praying, and 
repenting of the king, nobles and commons, at the preach - 
ing of Jonah: theſe, I ſay, not to mention many more 
that might be adduced from ſacred (tory, are molt pregnant, 
and, at the ſame time, very encouraging proofs, that thoſe 
that humble themſelves ſhall, in God's due time, be exal- 
| 1ed; and that therefore, as a nation we may boldly infer, 
that the righteous Lord, who delights to ſhew himſelf ſtrong 
in behalf of thoſe who are of an upright heart, will favour, 

plead and vindicate our righteous cauſe, Ye 
I am very ſenſible that artful inſinuations have been in- 
duſtriouſly publiſhed, in order to lay all the blame of this 
war upon us,——But bold aſſertions and ſolid proofs are 
two different things :—for it is plain, beyond all contradic- 
tion, that the French, fond of rivaling us both at home and. 
abroad, have moſt unjuſtly invaded his majeſty's dominions 
in America; and have alſo, not only by the moſt vile arti- 


ſſces and lies, been endeavouring to draw the fix nations 


of Indians from our intereſt ; but, in ſhort, almoſt all their 
| | 3 proccedings 


proceedings, ever fince the late treaty of 
have been little elſe than preparations for, or a tacite decla- 
ration of war. — But he that ſitteth in heaven, as we may 


1 


Ax la Chapelle, 


humbly hope, laugbs them to ſcorn; and, as he once de- 
feated the counſel of Ahithophel, and came down to con- 
found the language of thoſe aſpiring projectors who would 


fain have built a tower, the top of which ſhould reach e- 


yen to heaven; ſo we truſt (whatever dark providences 


may interveen) that he will in the end fruſtrate the devices 


of our adverſaiies muſt ſubtile politicians, and ſpeak con- 
fuſion to all their projects, who, by aiming at univerſal mo- 


narchy, are more than attempting to erect a ſecond Babel. 


I have heard, or read ſomewhere, of a Turkiſh general; 
who, being called to engage with a Chriſtian army that had 


broken thro' the moſt ſolemn ties, ſtood up at the head of . 


his troops, and then drawing out the treaty which they had 


broken out of his boſom, and holding it up in the air, thus 

! addreſſed the throne of heaven: O almighty Being, if 

thou art, as they ſay thou art, theſe Chriſtians God, thou 
** Toveſt what is right, and hateſt perſidy; look down there- 

e fore and behold this treaty which they have broken; 

* and, as thou canſt not favour what is wrong, render 


e their arms, O God, ſucceſsleſs, and make mine victo- 
5 rious.“ ——He ended immediately the {word was 
drawn The two parties vigorouſly engaged, and the 
perfidious Chriſtians were beaten off the ſield.— Thus 
may our Proteſtant generals, or at leaſt their chaplains, deal 
with our enemy's forces, in reſpect of the treaty of Aix lx 
Chapelle. They, not we, have broken it ;—they, not 
we, have been the aggreſſors :—and therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding we are looked upon as Heretics, and they fight 
under the banner of one who ſhles himſelf, His Moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty; a righteous God, we truſt, in anſwer to 
prayer, will humble France, and make the Britiſh arms both 
by fea and land more than conquerors thro' his love, —- 


It is true (and God knows with grief of heart I ſpeak it) 


praying is become too unfaſhionable amongſt our people in 


general, and among our military men in particular ;—but 
wherein either the piety, and conſequently true policy, of 


ſuch a procedure conſiſts, 1 believe will be very difficult to 
dctermine.—If we have recourſe to Mr Rollin's ancient 
9 F hiſtory, 
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hiſtory, I believe we ſhall find, that neither Darius, Cyrus, 
Alexander, or indeed ſcarce any of the Egyptian; Grecian, 
Perſian or Roman generals ever undertook; any hazardous 
_ enterprize, without making ſome public acknowledgment 
of a deity, -And if we conſult the hiſtory of hiſtories, 
that too much neglected book (as Sir Richard Steele ex- 
preſſes himſelf) emphatically called the Scriptures, we may 
always remark that thoſe heroic worthies, who by faith ſub- 
dued kingdoms, and put to flight the armies of the aliens, 
were men of prayer as well as men of valour, —And if 
our reſearches deſcend forward down to our own annals, 
wie ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied, that the Britiſh arms were never 
more formidable than when our ſoldiers went forth in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, and with a bible in one hand, and a 
ſword in the other, chearfully fought under his banner, 
who hath condeſcended to ſtile himſelf A Man of War. 
Buch an appellation as this, methinks, may ſufficiemly 
juſtify the lawfulneſs of bearing arms, and drawing the 
fwotd in defence of our civil and religious liberties..—— 
For if God himſelf is pleaſed to {tile himſelf, A Man of | 
War, ſurely in a juſt and righteous cauſe (ſuch as the 
_ Britiſh war at preſent is) we may as lawfully draw our 
ſwords, in order to defend ourſelves againſt our com- 
mon and public enemy, as a civil magiſtrate may fit on a 
bench, and condemn a public robber to death. Our ex- 
cellent reformers, ſenſible of this, in the thirty ſecond | 
article of our church, after having declared that the 
_ « Jaws of the realm may puniſh Chrif. n men with death 
_ * for heinous offences ;”” immediately ſubjoins, ** that it 
is lawful for Chriſtian men, at the commandment of ? 
the magiſtrate, to wear weapons and ſerve in the 
„ wars:”—And therefore, what biſhop Saunderfon fays | 
of ſtudy, may be likewiſe ſaid of fighting: Fighting 
*« without prayer is Atheiſm, and prayer without fighting 
„is preſumption.” And I would be the more parti-, 
cular on this point, becauſe through a fatal ſcrupuloſity 
_ againſt bearing arms, even in a defenſive war, his majeſty |} 
| hath been, and is not yet out of danger of loſing that 
large, extenſive, and that lately moſt flouriſhing pro- 
vince of Penſylvania, the very center and garden of all 
North America, — But whillt J ſce fach very ſcrupulous | 
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* graſping at every degree of worldly power, and, 


y all th: arts of worldly policy, labouring to mono- 


dolize and retain in their own hands, all parts both of the 


legiſlative and executive branches of civil government; 
to ſpeak in the mildeſt terms, we may honeſtly affirm, 


that they certainly act a moſt inconſiſtent, and if not pre- 
vented here at home, to thouſands of their neighbours, I 


ear a very fatal part. For, ſay what we will to the 


contrary, if we ſearch to the bottom of things, we may 
ſoon be convinced, that civil magiſtracy and dcfenſive war 


muſt ſtand or fall together, 


Both are built upon the 


ſame baſis ; and there cannot be ſo much as one ſingle ar- 


gument urged to eſtabliſh the one, which doth not, at the 
ſame time, corroborate and confirm the other. | 
Far be it from me, who profeſs myſelf a diſciple and 


iniſter of the Prince of Peace, to ſound a trampet for 


war: but when the trumpet is already ſounded by a per- 
ſidious enemy, and our king, our country, our civil and 
religious liberties, are all, as it were, lying at ſtake, did 


we not juſtly incur the curſe which an inſpired Deborah, 
wvhen under the immediate influence of the Holy Spirit, 
once uttered, *©* Curſe ye Meroz, curſe ye bitterly the 


inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to the help 


of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt the 


© mighty?“ ——Known unto God, and God alone, are 


all our hearts Daily and repeated experience con- 
Ivinceth us, that the graiteſt talkers are not always the 
-How therefore any of us may bchave 


greateſt doers.—— 
*when put to the trial, the trial it{c]f can only prove. — 
But, for my own part, whatever my future conduct may 


ent ſo fully convinced of the juſtice of the Britiſh cauſe, 
at, ſuppoſing it ſhould be ſaid of me as it is of Zwinglius, 
ectdit in pralio - 


hilſt the filver cords. of life are looſing, I ſhall be at- 


out, Ecquid hoc infortunii *——Is this a misfortune ?— 
„„ ie 


or due not at ſuch a ſeaſon lend our purſes, our tongues, our 
in ot arms, as well as our prayers, in defence of them, ſhould 


be, (and I know it will be downright cowardly, if left to 
myſelf) yet, upon the matureſt deliberation, I am at pre- 
He fell in battle, ——1 hope, if 


ended by any who may be bewailing mine, as the friends 
of Zwinglius did his misfortune, I ſhould, like him, ery 
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and not only fo, but alſo with my expiring breath add, 4 


as hedid, 0 fauſtum infortunium! O happy mis fortune! a 

For, ſurely, it is far more preferable to die, cho“ by a 
- Popiſh ſword, and be carried from the din and noiſe of 
war by angels into Abraham's boſom, than to be ſuffered . | 
to ſurvive, only to drag on a weariſome life, and to be a 


mournful ſpeQator, and daily bewailer of, one's country's 


lately been abroad, Twice hath the earth on which 
this great metropolis ſtands, unable, as it were, any longer 
to ſuſtain the weight of its inhabitants fins, been made to 
tremble and totter under us. Since that, how amazing- 


America itſelf been exempted) hath, in a moſt deſtructive 
manner, felt its dire effects. And what a dreadful con- 


ſumption it hath made in various parts of Spain, and, in 


a more eſpecial manner, at Lisbon, the metropolis of Por- 
tugal, is beyond conception, and beyond the power of 
the moſt maſterly pen to deſcribe. t is to be queſtion- 


ed, whether the like hath ever been heard of fince the 


ee e nothing was wanting to ſigure out and 


realize to that diſtreſſed people the horror of the laſt day, 
but the ſound of the trump, and the actual appearance of 

the great Judge of quick and dead. But awful and tremen- 

duous as ſuch phænomenas of nature may be; yet, if we 


conſider the conſequences of things, was even the like 
judgment (which may God avert) to befal us, it would 


be but a ſmall one, in compariſon of our hearing that a 
French army, accompanied with a Popith pretender, and 


thouſands of Romiſh prieſts, was ſuffered to invade, ſub- 
due, and deſtroy the bodies and ſubſtance, and, as the 


deceſſary conſequences of both theſe, to blind, deceive, 
and tyrannize over the ſouls and conſciences 
ple belonging to this happy iſle. 


of the peo- 


_ »* God forbid, that I ſhould give flattering titles to any; for 
in ſo doing, I ſhould provoke him to take away my ſoul. — | 
But ſurely we muſt have eyes that ſce not, and ears that hear 


not, as well as hearts that do not underſtand, if we do not 


know, and ſee, and feel, that in reſpect to our civil and re- 


ligious liberties we are undoubtedly the freeſt people under 
1 | Con, heavet.— 


Awfal and tremenduous are the judgments that have 


Africa (nor hath 


A 6 


heaven, — And I dare appeal to the moſt ungrateful and 
malieious malecontent, to produce any Era in the Britiſh: 
annals, wherein we have enjoyed ſuch a continued ſeries 
of civil and religious liberty, as we have been favoured 
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with for theſe twenty eight years laſt paſt, under the mild and 


gentle adminiſtration of our dread and rightful ſovereign 
king George. Surely he hath been a nurſing father to 


people of all denominations; and however he may be 


denied it, yet he may, without a compliment, juſtly claim 
from the preſent, as well as future age, the deſerv'd title 


of GEORGE TRE GREAT, —— Bur notwithſtanding this, 
ſuch is the degeneracy of human nature, it mult neceſſarily 


be expected, that, in a nation grown wanton with liberty | . 
like ours, there is a great multitude of unhappy perſons, 


who, being men of Jax principles, looſe lives, and broken 


fortunes, may, and will be ſo abandon'd, as to break 
through all Ware of gratitude, loyalty and religion, and 
like Cataline and his wicked confederates, be fond of join- 
ing in any change of government, whereby they may en- 
ter tain the moſt diſtant proſpe of bettering their fortunes, 
and gratifying their ambition, tho? it be at the expence of 
their country's blood. — — This hath been, and no doubt 


ſtill continues to be, the fate of all civil governments in 


the world, and conſequently is no more than what we may 
expect, in times of tumult and danger, will be acted over 
again, in our own land, by men of ſuch corrupt minds, — 


But how any ſerious and judicious, much leſs religious and 


devxout perſon, can be fo ſtupid to all principles of ſelf- 


intereſt, and ſo⸗ dead even to all maxims of common ſenſe, 


as to prefer a French to an Engliſh government; or a 
Popiſh pretender, born, nurſed, and bred up in all the 
arbitrary and deſtructive principles of the court and church 


of Rome, to the preſent Proteſtant ſucceſſion, ſettled in 
the illuſtrious line of Hanover, muſt be imputed to no- 
thing elſe but an awful infatuation. ns 

_ Hear ye, (if there be any into whoſe hands this addreſs 


may fall, that are deſirous of ſuch a change) not to dwell 
intirely upon the many innumerable civil or temporal loſ- 
ſes we ſhould ſuſtain : hear ye, I ſay the mild and gentle 
language of one of his molt Chriſtian majeſty's late uecla- 


rations concerning peace. 5 
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e Being informed, that there have ſprung up, and (tilt. 


are {pringing up daily in our realm, a great number of 


preachers, whoſe whole buſineſs is to ſtir up the people to 

rebellion, and to diſſuade them from the practice. of the 
Roman catholic and apoſtolic religion; we do command 
that all preachers, who ſhall call aſſemblies, preach in 
them, or diſcharge any other function, be put to death; 
the puniſhment appointed by the declaration in July 1686, 
for the miniſter of the pretended reformed religion, which 
we would not for the future have any one eſteem a mere 
threatning, which will not be put in execution. We do 
likewiſe forbid our ſubjects to receive the ſaid miniſters or 
preachers, to conceal, aid or aſſiſt them, or have, direct- 


ly or indirectly, any intercourſe or correſpondence with | 


them. We farther enjoin all thoſe who ſhall know any 
of the ſaid preachers, to inform againſt them to the offi- 


cers of the reſpective places. The whole under pain, in 
_ cafe of treſpaſs, of being condemned to the gallies for 


Jie, if men; and if women, of being ſhorn, and ſhut up 
the remainder of their days in ſuch places as our judges 


hall think expedient; and whether they be men or wo- 


men, under pain of confiſcation.”  _ Ep 
After peruſing this, read, read, I beſeech you, the 
ſhocking accounts of the horrid butcheries and cruel mur- 
ders committed on the bodies of many of our fellow-ſubjeas 
in America, by the hands of ſavage Indians, inſtigated there- 
to by more than ſavage Popiſh prieſts “. And if this 


be the beginning, what may we ſuppoſe the end will be, 


thould a French power, or Popith pretender be permitted 
to ſubdue either us or them?. Speak Smithfield, ſpeak, 
and by thy dumb, but very perſuaſive oratory, declare to 
all that paſs by and over thee, how many Engliſh Prote- 
ſtant martyrs thou haſt ſeen burnt to death in the reign of 
a cruel Popith queen, to whom the preſent pretender to 
the Britiſh throne at leaſt claims a kind of a diſtant kin» 
dred———Speak Ireland, ſpeak, and tell if thou canſt, 
bow many thouſands and tens of thouſands of innocent 
unprovoking proteſtants, were maſſacred in cold blood by 


* Sce a pamphlet intituled, A brief view of the cmd of Pen- 


Jy'cania fat the year 1755. 


© 1 


the hands of cruel Papiſts within thy borders, about a 
century ago. Nay, ſpeak Paris, ſpeak, (for though Po- 
piſh, on this occaſion we will admit thy evidence) and ſay | 
how many thouſands of Proteſtants were once ſlaughter d, 
on 8 as it were, to ſerve up as a bloody deſert 
to grace the ſolemnity of a marriage feaſt.- But why 
go we back to ſuch diſtant eras ? — Speak Languedoc, 
ſpeak and tell, if thou canſt, how many Proteſtant mini- 


{ters have been lately executed ; how many more of their 
hearers have been dragoon'd and ſent to the gallies; and 
how many hundreds are now, in conſequence of the above» 
mentioned edict, lying in priſons, 47, faſt bound in miſery 


and iron, for no other crime than that unpardonable one 


in the Romiſh church, I mean hearing and preaching 


pure goſpel of the meek and lowly Jelus. 


And think you, my dear countrymen, that Rome, glut - 


ted as it were with Proteſtant blood, will now reſt ſatisfied, 


and fav, „I have enough?” No: on the contrary, 


having through the good hand of God upon us, been kept 


ſo long faſting, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that the Po- 


piſn prieſts are only grown more voracious, and (like ſo 
many hungry and ravenous wolves purſuing the barmleſs 
and innocent flocks of ſheep) with double eagerneis will 


puiſue after, ſeize upon, and devour their with'd-for Pro- 


teſtant piey; and, attended with their bloody red-coars, 


thoſe Gallic inſtruments of reformation, who know they 


mu ſt cither fight or die, will neceſfarily breath out nothing 
but threatning and (laughter, and carry along with them 
deſolauon and deſtruction in all its various fhapes and tor- 


tures, go where they will. - 
But 1 humbly hope, vile as we are, a gracious, long- 
ſuffering and merciful God will not ſuffer us to fall into 
their blood-thirſty and cruel hands.——He hath former- 


ly moſt remarkably interpoſed in England's favour ; and 


why ſhould we in the leaſt doubt but that he will again 


rexeal his omnipotent arm, and make our extremity tobe 
his opportumty, to help and defend us againſt fuch threat» 
?—— Invincible as the Spaniſh Ar- 
mado was ſuppoſed to be, and all-powerful as the Pope, 
under whoſe broad ieal they ated, might boaſt he was in 
| heaven or hell, it is plain he had no power over the water, 
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5 Aa we are but fuund in the due uſe of propet means, 
ve may confidently Teave the ifſue and event of things with 
©. Goto rey what it will, (an&1 truſt it will 
1 a proſperous one) we have A divine authority to ſay 
* unto the righteous,” Tt ſhall be Well wih them. oö 

- own people, amidſt all the wars and rumdurs of wars, may 

rreſt ſecure; for they not only dwell under the ſhadow * 

- the moſt High, but hate his own. royal word for it, that 
all things hall work together for their good. — A0 not 
mak ſo, but they By alſo be fully are that all the 
malicious efforts and deſigns of men and devils ſhall be ſo 


ſure, though ſecrer hand of an ever-watchful, overruling 
and omnipotent providence, they-thall at preſent, howbeit 
they thipk not ſo, be made not only to ſubſerve the pre- 
ſent further enlargement of His intereſts, who, in ſpite of 
all the ſtrivings of the potſherds of the earth, will hold 
the balance of NIVEA SAL MONAACHVT in his o 
hands ; but at laſt ſhall terminate in the full and compleat 
Fftabliſhment and perfection of „ that bleſſed" kingdom, 
_*©-whoſe Jaw is truth, whoſe king i is love, — e 
Zo ration 's eternity,” 8 a Fat: FO, 
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